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Nov. 15th, 2016 
 

 
Dear Chancellor Zeppos,     
 
We, the 203 undersigned, write as faculty, parents, and concerned citizens, some of us 
representatives of minorities. Over the last several days, we have been dealing with scared, hurt, 
and angry students in our classrooms, young people who struggle with understanding what just 
happened with the presidential election. 
 
After decades of efforts to increase diversity on our campus, the presidential campaign laid bare 
a huge divide in our country. It became clear that a post-racial era, so widely proclaimed during 
the Obama administration, was wishful thinking. We saw hate, racism, misogyny, xenophobia, 
and ridicule of people with disabilities peddled on an almost daily basis, and we fear that it might 
now become naturalized. 
 
We ask that you and other university leaders take a more proactive stance against the climate of 
fear and hatred and protect free speech on campus and beyond. Free speech refers not only to the 
right to speak up, but also to the right to an environment where one feels safe to speak. Students 
are worried about their safety, and they feel insulted, judged, discriminated, and voiceless.  
 
Even Vanderbilt’s international office felt the need to warn students to avoid	political	discussions	
with	unknown	people	and	to	abstain	from	political	conversations	late	at	night	and	in	pubs	or	
restaurants	where	one	is	unfamiliar	with	the	surroundings.	Such	advice	is	good,	but	it	must	be	
followed by a public reaffirmation of freedom of speech and a clear denunciation of the forces of 
bigotry washing over our country. 	
 
As educators, we cannot rally behind a president who has shown nothing but disrespect for 
women, immigrants, people with disabilities, and ethnic / racial minorities.  When	diversity,	
scientific	inquiry,	and	the	truth	are	under	attack,	humanity	is	under	attack,	both	in	terms	of	its	
dignity	and	physical	survival.	 
  
The	present	moment	is	an	opportunity	to	teach	our	students	about	the	importance	of	debate	
and	dissent	and	the	need	for	spaces	to	protect	both.	If	we	only	say	“let’s	move	on”	and	ignore	
their	fear	and	their	speechlessness,	we	are	complicit	in	the	demise	of	higher	education.	Fighting	
for	the	truth	and	free	speech	is	a	non-partisan	issue	and	universities	are	places	to	defend	both.		
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We	strongly	encourage	you	to	make	a	forceful	public	statement	that	1)	reaffirms	Vanderbilt’s	
commitment	to	free	speech,	2)	denounces	discriminatory	remarks	against	immigrants,	women,	
minorities,	the	people	with	disabilities	and	LGBT	people,	3)	asserts	that	climate	change	and	
global	warming	are	threats	to	the	entire	planet,	and	4)	demands	that	president-elect	Trump	
safeguard	the	rights	of	all	citizens	and	refrain	from	supporting	legislation	that	targets	and	
demeans	vulnerable	groups.	We	hope	that	Vanderbilt	University	will	live	up	to	its	reputation	of	
excellence	and	protect	its	students,	staff,	and	faculty	in	the knowledge	that	diversity	makes	us	
better	and	stronger	as	individuals	and	a	people.		
	
	
	
Sincerely,		
 
 
 
Signatory	List:	
	
Melanie	Adley	(Dept.	of	Women’s	and	Gender	Study)	
Akram	Aldroubi	(Dept.	of	Mathematics)	
Candice Amich (Dept. of English) 
Taneja	Anand	(Dept.	of	Religious	Studies)	
Victor	Anderson	(Divinity	School)	
Dale	Andrews	(Divinity	School)	
Celia	Applegate	(Dept.	of	History)	
Ellen	Armour	(Divinity	School)	
Annalisa	Azzoni	(Divinity	School)	
Jo-Anne	Bachorowski	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Jayant	Bagai	(Dept.	of	Cardiologyl)	
Kanika	Bagai	(Dept.	of	Neurology)	
Joe	Bandy	(Dept.	of	Sociology)	
Jada	Ben-Torres	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Dominique	Behague	(Center	of	Medicine,	Health	and	Society)	
Emelyne	Bingham	(Blair	School	of	Music)	
Carwil	Bjork-James	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Mark	Boothby	(Medical	School)	
John	Bradley	(Dept.	of	English)	
Cynthia	Brame	(Dept.	of	Biological	Sciences)	
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Kendal	Broadie	(Dept.	of	Biological	Sciences)	
William	Caferro	(Dept.	of	History)	
Joy	Calico	(Blair	School	of	Music)	
Laura	Carpenter	(Dept.	of	Sociology)	
Celso Castilho (Dept.	of History) 
Rebecca	Chapman	(Dept.	of	English)	
Limin	Chen	(Dept.	of	Radiology	and	Radiological	Sciences)	
Lily	Claiborne	(Dept. of Earth and Environmental Sciences)	
Amanda	Clayton	(Dept.	of	Political	Sciences)	
Beth	Conklin	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Amy	Cooter	(Dept.	of	Sociology)	
Katherine	Crawford	(Women’s	and	Gender	Studies)	
Kate	Daniels	(Dept.	of	English)	
Simon	Darroch	(Dept. of Earth and Environmental Sciences)	
Ana	Christina	Da	Silva	Iddings	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Colin	Dayan	(Dept.	of	English)	
Nathalie	Debrauwere-Miller	(Dept.	of	French	and	Italian)	
Larissa	deSantis	(Dept. of Earth and Environmental Sciences)	
Ariel	Deutch	(Dept.	of	Psychiatry	and	Behavioral	Sciences).	
Dennis	Dickerson	(Dept.	of	History)	
Avery	Dickins	de	Giron	(Center	for	Latin	American	Studies)	
David	Dickinson	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Marcelo	Disconzi	(Dept.	of	Mathematics)	
Anita	Disney	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Idit	Dobbs-Weinstein	(Dept.	of	Philosophy)	
Paul	Dokeki	(Dept. of Human and Organizational Development)	
Lisa	Dordal	(Dept.	of	English)	
Aleksey	Dubilet	(Dept.	of	English)	
Brandt	Eichman	(Dept.	of	Biological	Sciences)	
Markus	Eberl	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Martin	Egli	(Dept.	of	Biochemistry)	
Dale	Farran	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Jennifer	Fay	(English	Department)		
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Gerald Figal (Dept. of History)	
Keegan	Cook	Finberg	(Women’s	and	Gender	Studies)	
Vivian	Finch	(Dept.	of	Germanic	and	Slavic	Languages)	
Juan	Floyd-Thomas	(Divinity	School)	
Stacey	Floyd-Thomas	(Divinity	School)	
Chris Fonnesbeck (Dept. of Biostatistics) 
Anjali Forber-Pratt (Dept. of Human and Organizational Development) 
James Fraser (Dept. of Human and Organizational Development) 
Robert Fry (Blair School of Music) 
Vivien Fryd (Dept. of History of Art) 
Kathy	Ganske	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Isabel	Gauthier	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Jay Geller (Divinity School) 
Lesley Gill (Dept. of Anthropology) 
Reyna	Gordon	(School	of	Medicine)	
Melissa	Gresalfi	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning	Sciences)	
Anna	Guengerich	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Lisa Guenther (Dept. of Philosophy) 
Rogers	Hall	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Jaco	Hamman	(Divinity	School)	
Douglas	Hardin	(Dept.	of	Mathematics)	
Forrest	Harris	(Divinity	School)	
David	Hess	(Dept.	of	Sociology)	
Jessie Hick (Dept. of English) 
Andrew	Hines	(English	Department)	
Jonathan	Hiskey	(Dept.	of	Political	Science)	
Michael	Hodges	(Dept.	of	Philosophy)	
Charles	Hong	(School	of	Medicine)	
Andrew	Hostetler	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Bruce	Hughes	(Dept.	of	Mathematics)	
Sarah	Igo	(Dept.	of	History)	
Alan	Itkin	(Dept.	of	German	and	Slavik	Languages)	
Lauren	Jackson	(Dept.	of	Biological	Sciences)	
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Nicole	Jospeh	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Christina	Karageorgou-Bastea	(Dept.	of	Spanish)	
Neil	Kelly	(Dept.	of	Earth	and	Environmental	Sciences)	
Christine	Konradi	(Dept.	of	Pharmacology)	
Paul	Kramer (Department of History) 
Vera	Kutzinsky	(Dept.	of	English)	
Dana Lacy (Dept. of Pathology,	Microbiology,	and	Immunology 
Jonathan	Lamb	(English	Department)	
Jonathan	Lane	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Human	Development)	
Jana	Lauderdale	(Office	of	Diversity	and	Inclusion)	
Kevin	Leander	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Richard	Lehrer	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Phil	Lieberman	(Jewish	Studies)	
Nancy	Lin	(Dept.	of	Religious	Studies)	
Odie	Lindsey	(Center	of	Medicine,	Health,	and	Society)	
Lorriane	Lopez	(Dept.	of	English)	
Leah	Lowe	(Dept.	of	Theatre)	
Noam	Lupu	(Dept.	of	Political	Science)	
Ken	MacLeish	(Center	of	Medicine,	Health,	and	Society)	
Sara Manus (Blair School of Music) 
Nina Martin (Dept. of Psychology and Human Development) 
Paulo Martinez (Center of Women’s and Gender Studies) 
Viky	Matson	(Divinity	School)	
Richard	McGregor	(Dept.	of	Religious	Studies)	
José Medina (Dept. of Philosophy) 
Calvin	Miller	(Dept.	of	Earth	and	Environmental	Sciences)	
David	Miller	(Dept.	of	Biological	Sciences)	
Tracy	Miller	(Dept.	of	History	of	Art)	
Bonnie	Miller-McLemore	(Divinity	School)	
Mark	Miller-McLemore	(Divinity	School)	
Catherine	Molineux	(Dept.	of	History)	
Bruce Morril (Divinity School) 
Daniel Morrison (Center of Biomedical Ethics and Society) 
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Dina Myers Strout (Dept. of Physics) 
Maury Nation (Dept. of Human and Organizational Development) 
Karen Ng (Dept. of Philosophy) 
Amy	Needham	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Human	Development)	
Ann	Neely	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Carol	Nixon	(Dept. of Human and Organizational Development)	
Jared	Nordman	(Dept.	of	Biological	Sciences)	
Laura	Novick	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Human	Development)	
Moses	Ochonu	(Dept.	of	History)	
Edawrd	Charles	Orser	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Bridget	Orr	(Dept.	of	English)	
Maria	Osina	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Human	Development)	
Jessica	Oster	(Dept.	of	Environmental	Sciences)	
Thomas	Palmeri	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Sohee	Park	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Tae-Youn	Park	(Owen	Graduate	School	of	Management)	
Douglas	Perkins	(Dept. of Human and Organizational Development)	
Jesse	Peterson	(Dept.	of	Mathematics)	
Rebecca	Peterson	(Dept.	of	French	and	Portuguese)	
Huong	Pham	(Medical	School)	
Sean	Polyn	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Marion	Pratt	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Justin Quarry (Dept. of English)	
Killian	Quigley	(Dept.	of	English)	
Lynn	Ramey	(Dept.	of	French	and	Italian)	
Nancy	Reisman	(Dept.	of	English)	
Graham	Reside	(Divinity	School)	
Joerg	Rieger	(Divinity	School)	
John	Rieser	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
Joseph	Rife	(Program	in	Classical	and	Mediterranean	Studies)	
Bethany	Rittle-Johnson	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Human	Development)	
Bruce	Rogers-Vaughn	(Divinity	School)	
Aurora	Romero	(Dept.	of	Germanic	and	Slavic	Languages)	
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Nobert	Ross	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Donald	H.	Ruin	(Medical	School)	
Sarah	Safransky	(Dept.	of	Human	and	Organizational	Development)	
Mary	Sandoz	(Dept.	of	Communication	Studies)	
Mareike	Sattler	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Megan	Michelle	Saylor	(Dept.	Psychology	and	Human	Development)	
Allison Schachter (Dept. of English) 
Silke	Schade	(Dept.	of	Germanic	and	Slavik	languages)	
Leona	Schauble	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Laurel	Schneider	(Dept.	of	French	and	Italian)	
Kathryn	Schwarz	(Dept.	of	English)	
Elizabeth	Self	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Tesha	Sengupta-Irving	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Jamie	Shenton	(Center	for	Women’s	and	Gender	Studies)	
Jeffrey	Shenton	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Virginia	Shepherd	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Phillis	Sheppard	(Divinity	School)	
Samira	Sheikh	(Dept.	of	History)	
Sharon	Shields	(Dept.	of	Human	and	Organizational	Development)	
Haerin	Shin	(Dept.	of	English)	
Gieri	Simonetti	(Dept.	of	Mathematics)	
Marcy	Singer-Gabella	(Dept.	Of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Daniel, Solomon (Dept. of Classical Studies) 
Terri	Spetalnick	(Dept.	of	Sociology)	
Keivan	Stassun	(Dept.	of	Physics	&	Astronomy)	
Barbara	Stengel	(Dept.	of	Teaching	and	Learning)	
Trudy Stringer (Divinity School) 
Sarah Suiter (Dept. of Human and Organizational Development) 
Angela Sutton (Vanderbilt University Digital Humanities Center) 
Robert Talisse (Dept. of Philosophy) 
Tariq Thachil (Dept. of Political Science) 
Cecilia	Tichi	(Dept.	of	English)	
Emilie	Townes	(Divinity	School)	
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Ben	Tran	(Dept.	of	Asian	Studies	and	English)	
Arleen	Tuchman	(Dept.	of	History)	
Tiffiny	Tung	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Raghu,	Upender	(Dept.	of	Neurology)	
Daniel	Usner	(Dept.	of	History)	
Tedra	Walden	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Hearing	and	Speech	Sciences)	
Arthur	Walters	(Dept.	of	Neurology)	
Guojung	Wang	(dept.	of	Asian	Studies)	
Keth	Weghorst	(Dept.	of	Political	Sciences)	
Alexis	Wells-Oghoghomeh	(Dept.	of	Religious	Studies)	
Steve	Wernke	(Dept.	of	Anthropology)	
Francis Wisclo (Dept. of History) 
Mark	Wollaeger	(Dept.	of	English)	
David Wood (Dept. of Philosophy) 
Laurie	Woods	(Dept.	of	Sociology)	
Geoffrey	Woodman	(Dept.	of	Psychology)	
David	Zald	(Dept.	of	Psychology	and	Psychiatry)	
Christoph	Zeller	(Dept.	of	Germanic	and	Slavic	Languages)	
 


